
The Memorial Society, Inc.
66 Marlborough St.
Boston, MA 02116

1998 PRICE SURVEY

T our members:o

Here are the results of our latest price survey. Most of these prices have been sent to us voluntarily by funeral directors in response to
a letter of inquiry, while about a dozen were obtained by an in-person request at the funeral home.  Inclusion in the list does not imply
any endorsement, but is simply a means of keeping you informed.  In some cases, prices may have risen since the responses were sent
to us.  F r the names of funeral directors we currently recommend, please call us at (617) 859-7990 or 1-888-666-7990.o

Please let us know of your experiences — positive or negative — with any funeral director you encounter, whether or not he/she is on
our list.  It is only through membership response that we can properly evaluate funeral services in our area.

If you have seen our earlier lists, you will notice that the format for this one is different.  W have presented the information in a moree
concise way and have included more items.
P ges 1-5 list itemized prices for each funeral home by column. Each column is headed with the name of the funeral home, the date ona
the price list and a reference number.  Some funeral homes update their price lists every two or three years while others update them
several times each year.

P ges 6-7 list the funeral homes by reference number, so that you can look up the full name and address of any funeral home referreda
to in the earlier pages.

P ges 8-9 list the funeral homes by community.a

The first category of prices listed is “P ckage Prices”  — that is, prices for direct cremation, immediate burial, body donation anda
forwarding or receiving a body from another funeral home.

The price for “direct cremation” should include the following:  local transfer of remains to funeral home; shelter of remains; obtaining
necessary permits; washing or disinfecting of remains (not always done, though required by regulation); local transportation of
remains to crematory; cremation; medical examiner’s fee ($50, required by state law); and return of cremated remains.

Y u will notice that most funeral directors omit the actual cost of cremation and the medical examiner’s fee from their price lists.  Ao
common excuse for this is that these are not services the funeral director himself provides — but obviously the omission makes his
prices look better.  If a funeral home on our list offers direct cremation “WITHOUT crematory or M.E. fee,” you may assume that the



actual bill will be $250-$300 or more higher than the price listed.  In general, whenever you ask a funeral director for the price of
direct cremation, be sure to confirm that the crematory charge and the medical examiner’s fee are included.________________________________________________________________________

A rigid container of some sort is required for cremation.  All funeral homes offer a so-called “alternative container,” usually made of
cardboard or fiberboard and intended to be consumed in cremation.  Its wholesale cost to the funeral director is less than $35 (and if he
uses the Newton crematory he gets it for free).  Most funeral homes mark it up several hundred percent.  A reasonably priced
alternative container can be purchased directly from Mt. Auburn crematory in Cambridge.

The terms “container by purchaser” or “casket by purchaser” on our list simply mean that you provide your own.  Y u should feelo
comfortable asking a funeral director to use a container or casket you have purchased elsewhere.  Funeral directors are forbidden by
law to charge a “handling fee” to customers who provide their own caskets.

The term “immediate burial” usually (but not always) includes the following:  local transfer of remains; shelter of remains;  obtaining
necessary permits;  washing or disinfecting the remains; and local transportation of remains to the cemetery.  It does not include
cemetery charges, nor the outer burial container that is required by most cemeteries.

The price for body donation should include obtaining necessary permits and removal from place of death to the medical school.  We
suggest that you confirm this with the medical school and the funeral director to be used.  Also ask the medical school what portion of
the cost they will pay; medical schools have widely differing policies.

If you do not choose any of the packages, you will want to consult the itemized or “a la carte” prices.  Y u may find our guide too
reading a general price list (enclosed) helpful in interpreting these prices.  Note that on this portion of the price list you always have to
pay the cover charge labeled “Basic Service Charge,”  also known as the nondeclinable fee.

Under the item called “Limousine,” you will see “Miles one way” and “$/mile beyond.”  There is some variation in the distance that
funeral directors will travel (one way) without adding an extra mileage fee.  Most will go 20 miles, some farther.  The mileage fee also
applies to the hearse.
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Reference Number
Name
Date

Package prices
Cremation WITHOUT crematory or M.E. fee
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Cremation INCLUDING crematory & M.E.
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH

Immediate Burial
  Casket by purchaser
  Including alt. container or min. casket
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Body Donation to medical school

Forwarding to another FH
Receiving from another FH

Itemized or a la carte prices
Basic Services (non-declinable fee)
Embalming
Dressing, casketing, & cosmetology
Body to FH  (Removal)
Visitation or Viewing, per session
       "      per hour
Funeral service at FH
     "        "        at other facility
Memorial Service at FH
Graveside service
Hearse
Limousine
  Miles one way
  $/mile beyond

Merchandise prices
Casket HI
       LO
Outer Burial Container HI
                       LO

1110987654321
Nadworny FHSullivan FHF.J.Higgins FHLevine ChapelsDouglas FHR.Davis FHTobin F ServiceBrezniak RodmanMagounBrascoWaterman

?01/01/9802/01/9801/01/9807/01/9603/25/9701/01/9703/09/9801/01/9804/01/9607/01/97

56012401575149093012752685
1200710138017041590102013253130

2685

148015301139
148016251338

14805601240164412609001275138510822685
7101380176014951500180016793480

720560+2385

1880800196518241260107597514959502385
148025015801573990975155012958541340

15551030130012501645120097516459259951795
325400375360385265400375280390595
1251001801951351505065310245
180225185295210150195295175235295
250150275147033075465595

407095
300425180370410250275295275285795

280410250275450
350210200645410250275450240275795

250250185155250200295230255295
225250240325180190225325195265295
210250240315210190210310230185235

20253025222030252015
313.222131.52.252.5

12000100008497290007500100001218554253633729500
400275590129500595210475597795

35002100886926002734239550551895123008755
425300555495386480475495550455
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Reference Number
Name
Date

Package prices
Cremation WITHOUT crematory or M.E. fee
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Cremation INCLUDING crematory & M.E.
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH

Immediate Burial
  Casket by purchaser
  Including alt. container or min. casket
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Body Donation to medical school

Forwarding to another FH
Receiving from another FH

Itemized or a la carte prices
Basic Services (non-declinable fee)
Embalming
Dressing, casketing, & cosmetology
Body to FH  (Removal)
Visitation or Viewing, per session
       "      per hour
Funeral service at FH
     "        "        at other facility
Memorial Service at FH
Graveside service
Hearse
Limousine
  Miles one way
  $/mile beyond

Merchandise prices
Casket HI
       LO
Outer Burial Container HI
                       LO

22A21201918171615141312
Blackington, Conroy & Hayes FHGoodrich FHGiragosian FHMay FSFC Kenney & Sons FHReardon FHDello Russo FSMacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald FSCampbell FHSmith FHFowler-Kennedy FS

10/01/9503/01/9606/01/9707/01/9705/01/9711/01/9707/09/9607/01/9611/01/9701/01/9801/15/98

17459201824105010691880148011401250
19209951969105011981355155512401335

9201824105010691215

11651750
13451885

174589510801730110011802050148011401550
19209701715230511001833121521302100
17458951080173095011801125

600+1175350

135015001150211064511555502090129518951390
1290650895161054599569515258501550965

1670112597510951275125015951125129511001095
400300390375375255350350380345425
275501951251757510075170100195
250125215210175150175200175175180
125380465350250490250350340195
125140125
750225330575200350250425300270325
975225330725200350400250270300
750200275300200350250175300270250
9751502302001751050275175300170300
250175245210225165195200175175180
25015518522522516519522515045180
20252025152025201515
51.52.25222.2522.51.51.5

250008685926480371000015300250008990900034903850
62575635575695499395525450550825

21002775854586902985890072003000280082002600
490295550625495525400300450450530
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Reference Number
Name
Date

Package prices
Cremation WITHOUT crematory or M.E. fee
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Cremation INCLUDING crematory & M.E.
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH

Immediate Burial
  Casket by purchaser
  Including alt. container or min. casket
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Body Donation to medical school

Forwarding to another FH
Receiving from another FH

Itemized or a la carte prices
Basic Services (non-declinable fee)
Embalming
Dressing, casketing, & cosmetology
Body to FH  (Removal)
Visitation or Viewing, per session
       "      per hour
Funeral service at FH
     "        "        at other facility
Memorial Service at FH
Graveside service
Hearse
Limousine
  Miles one way
  $/mile beyond

Merchandise prices
Casket HI
       LO
Outer Burial Container HI
                       LO

3231302928272625242322B
Dyer-Lake FHLee, Moody & RussellJ C Mulry FHHamel, Wickens & Troupe FHSpery & McHoulOteri FHCB Watson FSBlake Memorial FHJ.A. BoskKeohane FSBlackington, Conroy & Hayes

03/27/9806/01/9702/10/9801/01/9803/01/9701/01/9801/01/9602/01/9802/01/9610/01/9710/01/97

1300162589513001385160014301745
1395172099514751485171515401920
13001300138516001430

8501050
89589599514751050

15401295209514001370160014301745
216520501920

1540129514001370160014301745

375595

95010958958851495725895172021001350
6951045795159513005001095139517501290

139515951485159510509001095115015651670
450325325250275300295350355400
1006512595100100150185275
195185275275175125215150175250
325325250300360250290250

12050
37532545041025050/hr580250290750
275325450410275200480250400975
375325375410300150400250290750
2501295375225350100395150185975
200185275275195195215150225250
190175225225195180195225250

252025151010252020
221.251.2522.51.515

36953285250009200125007500100003195750025000
590695895125175595795395595625

7300269060957500199830001500219530002100
525525645595398500485395525490
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Reference Number
Name
Date

Package prices
Cremation WITHOUT crematory or M.E. fee
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Cremation INCLUDING crematory & M.E.
  Container by purchaser
  Alternative Container from FH

Immediate Burial
  Casket by purchaser
  Including alt. container or min. casket
  casket from FH (+ price of casket)

Body Donation to medical school

Forwarding to another FH
Receiving from another FH

Itemized or a la carte prices
Basic Services (non-declinable fee)
Embalming
Dressing, casketing, & cosmetology
Body to FH  (Removal)
Visitation or Viewing, per session
       "      per hour
Funeral service at FH
     "        "        at other facility
Memorial Service at FH
Graveside service
Hearse
Limousine
  Miles one way
  $/mile beyond

Merchandise prices
Casket HI
       LO
Outer Burial Container HI
                       LO

42414039383736A36353433
ArlingtonBedrosianStantonMercandanteVazza's FHSaville & GrannanPillsbury FHPillsbury FHJ. Henry Morin & SonKazlauskasDoran FH

02/13/9801/01/9712/31/9601/01/95?01/01/9709/01/9811/01/9707/01/9602/19/98

41018701025125080518401685895
49520201155138080022852130985

1870102518401685895

152515951700
162016451850

179018701280198585012302380238013959851350
223526652080251599531753175199516702150

187012809952380238013959851350

595123018401685500

595215590045012302325193589511501150
6951745835460123016401340895795975

122513751030147510001230105099514551195990
200355325395350495595495290375385
13075951508520014575150150
195175150180150195295195195165195
200400460275150425495495225295385

75
375525330180350500595595200375350
3753253751985500595595200375250
275525880350400595595325250375
3753253001985250295295200325175
195195210205200195195195165175250
195175200190160210235195175185250
202015102010151515?10
2221.521.52.52.51.951.851.9

90006675950089001000029500295006500299957000
44579590025077679579569590960

8600127566001780199587558755695079952000
600400395380580525455575450650
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02181Wellesley592 Washington St.J. S. Waterman & Sons1
Belmont325 Trapelo Rd.The Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, Inc.2
Waltham773 Moody St.The Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, Inc.2

02370Rockland135 South Union St.Magoun Funeral Home3
02165West Newton1251 Washington St.Brezniak Rodman Funeral Directors4
02118Boston666 Massachusetts Ave.Tobin Funeral Service5
02360Plymouth373 Court St.Richard Davis Funeral Homes, Inc.6
02421Lexington51 Worthen Rd.Douglas Funeral Service of Lexington, Inc.7
02146Brookline470 Harvard St.Levine Chapels8
02131Roslindale4236 Washington St.F. J. Higgins Funeral Home, Inc.9
02135Brighton35 Henshaw St.Sullivan Funeral Home10
01905Lynn798 Western Ave.Nadworny Funeral Home11
01754Maynard42 Concord St.Fowler-Kennedy Funeral Service, Inc.12
01440Gardner69 Vernon St.Smith Funeral Home13
01915Beverly525 Cabot St.Campbell Funeral Home14
02172Watertown270 Main St.MacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald Funeral Service15
02172Watertown6 Riverside St.MacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald Funeral Service15
02155Medford306 Main St.Dello Russo Funeral Service, Inc.16
02178Belmont231 Belmont St.J. M. Reardon Funeral Home, Inc.17
02136Hyde Park1445 River St.Francis C. Kenney & Sons, Inc.18
02062Norwood85 Nichols St.May Funeral Service19
02172Watertown576 Mount Auburn St.Giragosian Funeral Home20
01902Lynn128 Washington St.Goodrich Funeral Home21
02158Newton Corner439 Washington St.Blackington, Conroy & Hayes Funeral Homes, Inc.22
02165West Newton1479 Washington St.Blackington, Conroy & Hayes Funeral Homes, Inc.22
02043Hingham21 Emerald St.Pyne Funeral Home, Inc.23
02170Quincy781 Hancock St.Keohane Funeral Home, Inc.23
01420Fitchburg85 Blossom St.John A. Bosk, Inc.24
01824Chelmsford24 Worthen St.Blake Memorial Funeral Home25
02139Cambridge11 Magazine St.Charles B. Watson, Inc.26
02038Franklin33 Cottage St.Oteri Funeral Home, Inc.27
02760North Attleboro15 Grove St.Sperry & McHoul28
02169Quincy26 Adams St.Hamel, Wickens & Troup Funeral Home29
02122Dorchester223 Neponset Ave.John C. Mulry Funeral Homes30
02122Dorchester2 King St.John C. Mulry Funeral Homes30
01915Beverly9 Dane St.Lee, Moody and Russell, Inc.31
02763Attleboro Falls161 Commonwealth Ave.Dyer-Lake Funeral Home and Cremation Services32
01754Maynard12 Lincoln St.Martin & Doran Funeral Home33
01720Acton470 Massachusetts Ave.Acton Funeral Home33
01604Worcester298 Grafton St.Morin Funeral Home34
01604Worcester51-57 Providence St.Dirsa-Kazlauskas Funeral Home34

Funeral Home Price Survey compiled by The Memorial Society, Inc., 66 Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116

Last revised November 14, 1998    Please send corrections or additions to address at top of page.



01610Worcester33 Ward St.Henry Funeral Service34
01562Spencer23 Maple Ter.J. Henri Morin and Son, Inc.35

North Brookfield44 North Gilbert St.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36
01506BrookfieldOld West Brookfield Rd.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36
01562Spencer136 Main St.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36
01005Barre96 South Barrre Rd.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36
02174Arlington418 Massachusetts Ave.Saville and Grannan Funeral & Cremation Service37
02128East Boston11 Henry St.Vazza's Funeral Home38
02151Revere262 Beach St.Beechwood38
01605Worcester370 Plantation St.Mercandante Funeral Home, Inc.39
02172Watertown786 Mount Auburn St.Stanton Funeral Service, Inc.40
02172Watertown558 Mount Auburn St.Aram Bedrosian Funeral Home, Inc.41
02174Arlington223 Massachusetts Ave.Arlington Funeral Home42
02174Arlington223 Massachusetts Ave.American Burial and Cremation Company43
02174Arlington1145 Massachusetts Ave.DeVito Funeral Home44
02172Watertown761 Mount Auburn St.DeVito Funeral Home44
02375Easton605 Washington St.Robert J. Kane Funeral Home45
02180Stoneham4 Common St.Anderson-Bryant Funeral Home46
02703Attleboro20 Peck St.Duffy-Poule Funeral Service, Inc.47
02135Brighton1642 Commonwealth Ave.Commonwealth Funeral Service48
02118Boston1654 Washington St.Commonwealth Funeral Service48
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01720470 Massachusetts Ave.Acton Funeral Home33Acton
02174223 Massachusetts Ave.American Burial and Cremation Company43Arlington
021741145 Massachusetts Ave.DeVito Funeral Home44Arlington
02174418 Massachusetts Ave.Saville and Grannan Funeral & Cremation Service37Arlington
02174223 Massachusetts Ave.Arlington Funeral Home42Arlington
0270320 Peck St.Duffy-Poule Funeral Service, Inc.47Attleboro
02763161 Commonwealth Ave.Dyer-Lake Funeral Home and Cremation Services32Attleboro Falls
0100596 South Barrre Rd.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36Barre

325 Trapelo Rd.The Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, Inc.2Belmont
02178231 Belmont St.J. M. Reardon Funeral Home, Inc.17Belmont
019159 Dane St.Lee, Moody and Russell, Inc.31Beverly
01915525 Cabot St.Campbell Funeral Home14Beverly
02215495 Commonwealth Ave.J. S. Waterman & Sons1Boston
021181654 Washington St.Commonwealth Funeral Service48Boston
02118666 Massachusetts Ave.Tobin Funeral Service5Boston
0213535 Henshaw St.Sullivan Funeral Home10Brighton
021351642 Commonwealth Ave.Commonwealth Funeral Service48Brighton
01506Old West Brookfield Rd.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36Brookfield
02146470 Harvard St.Levine Chapels8Brookline
0213911 Magazine St.Charles B. Watson, Inc.26Cambridge
0182424 Worthen St.Blake Memorial Funeral Home25Chelmsford
021222 King St.John C. Mulry Funeral Homes30Dorchester
02122223 Neponset Ave.John C. Mulry Funeral Homes30Dorchester
0212811 Henry St.Vazza's Funeral Home38East Boston
02375605 Washington St.Robert J. Kane Funeral Home45Easton
0142085 Blossom St.John A. Bosk, Inc.24Fitchburg
0203833 Cottage St.Oteri Funeral Home, Inc.27Franklin
0144069 Vernon St.Smith Funeral Home13Gardner
0204321 Emerald St.Pyne Funeral Home, Inc.23Hingham
021361445 River St.Francis C. Kenney & Sons, Inc.18Hyde Park
0242151 Worthen Rd.Douglas Funeral Service of Lexington, Inc.7Lexington
01902128 Washington St.Goodrich Funeral Home21Lynn
01905798 Western Ave.Nadworny Funeral Home11Lynn
0175412 Lincoln St.Martin & Doran Funeral Home33Maynard
0175442 Concord St.Fowler-Kennedy Funeral Service, Inc.12Maynard
02155306 Main St.Dello Russo Funeral Service, Inc.16Medford
02158439 Washington St.Blackington, Conroy & Hayes Funeral Homes, Inc.22Newton Corner
0276015 Grove St.Sperry & McHoul28North Attleboro

44 North Gilbert St.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36North Brookfield
0206285 Nichols St.May Funeral Service19Norwood
02360373 Court St.Richard Davis Funeral Homes, Inc.6Plymouth
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0216926 Adams St.Hamel, Wickens & Troup Funeral Home29Quincy
02170781 Hancock St.Keohane Funeral Home, Inc.23Quincy
02151262 Beach St.Beechwood38Revere
02370135 South Union St.Magoun Funeral Home3Rockland
021314236 Washington St.F. J. Higgins Funeral Home, Inc.9Roslindale
01562136 Main St.Pillsbury Funeral Homes, Inc.36Spencer
0156223 Maple Ter.J. Henri Morin and Son, Inc.35Spencer
021804 Common St.Anderson-Bryant Funeral Home46Stoneham

773 Moody St.The Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, Inc.2Waltham
02172558 Mount Auburn St.Aram Bedrosian Funeral Home, Inc.41Watertown
02172761 Mount Auburn St.DeVito Funeral Home44Watertown
02172270 Main St.MacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald Funeral Service15Watertown
021726 Riverside St.MacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald Funeral Service15Watertown
02172576 Mount Auburn St.Giragosian Funeral Home20Watertown
02172786 Mount Auburn St.Stanton Funeral Service, Inc.40Watertown
02181592 Washington St.J. S. Waterman & Sons1Wellesley
021651251 Washington St.Brezniak Rodman Funeral Directors4West Newton
021651479 Washington St.Blackington, Conroy & Hayes Funeral Homes, Inc.22West Newton
01604298 Grafton St.Morin Funeral Home34Worcester
01605370 Plantation St.Mercandante Funeral Home, Inc.39Worcester
0161033 Ward St.Henry Funeral Service34Worcester
0160451-57 Providence St.Dirsa-Kazlauskas Funeral Home34Worcester
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